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2008 Thanksgiving Food Drive Kicks-Off
For Release --- September 23, 2008
“Donating to The Food Bank is like sharing a meal with 25,000 of your neighbours,” was the reminder given to community supporters, volunteers, staff, and agency representatives gathered to officially kick-off the 2008 Thanksgiving Food Drive at The Food Bank of Waterloo Region.  Local businesses Gary H. Attack Financial Planning Inc and Nutri-Lawn as well as the Golden Triangle Sikh Association pledged their ongoing support and strong commitment to the work of The Food Bank.  This year’s goal of 350,000 lbs of non-perishable food can be equated to 25,000 fully-packed bags of groceries.
The food collected during the drive will help The Food Bank of Waterloo Region’s 71 member agencies and community food programs as well as the other members of the Waterloo Region food assistance network to provide food assistance where it is needed through the fall and into the winter months.  The Betty Thompson Centre Safe Haven Shelter at Lutherwood’s Betty Thompson Youth Centre is one of the agencies that receives food from The Food Bank.  Kelly Craigmile, Program Supervisor of Safe Haven spoke to the importance of the food in providing a secure and caring environment for the youth.  “Being able to count on The Food Bank enables us to focus on what we do best.  Helping youth and families.”
“We are in need of the community’s support again this Thanksgiving.  This time of year we are usually running low.  This year is a bit different.  We are missing the essential items.  Nutritious sources of protein and other components of a balanced diet are gone.  That is why we have started the food drive early and are extending it an extra week.,” said Wendi Campbell, Executive Director of The Food Bank. 
Food donations can be made at any local grocery store, fire hall or at The Food Bank.  Foodraising and fundraising events, including the Onkel Hans Food Drive during the Oktoberfest Thanksgiving Day Parade will be held between now and October 14th.  Businesses, places of worship, schools and organizations are encouraged to organize and register their food drives.
Cash donations are important for acquiring and distributing the 3 million pounds of food needed each year.  For each $1 donated The Food Bank is able to provide over $8 worth of emergency food.  Donations can be made on-line or by calling The Food Bank.

For more information on how to support the Thanksgiving Food Drive, please contact The Food Bank of Waterloo Region at [519] 743-5576 or online at www.thefoodbank.ca . 
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