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2005 Thanksgiving Food Drive Kicks-Off
Goodness Grows in Waterloo Region
For Release --- September 29, 2005
The Food Bank of Waterloo Regions’ volunteers, staff,  board members, agency representatives and community supporters gathered to celebrate the theme “Goodness Grows in Waterloo Region”  kicking-off the 2005 Thanksgiving Food Drive at St. Jacob’s Country Markets.  This year’s goal is 360,000 lbs. of food which is equivalent to 9 tightly packed tractor trailer loads of food.  
The Food Bank expects to assist well over half of the 47,450 residents living in poverty in Waterloo Region with emergency food in the coming year. Food collected from this Thanksgiving Food Drive will provide the 65 Member agencies and Community Food Programs supported by the Food Bank with a variety of much needed emergency food. 

Three motivating and innovative “HUNGER HEROES” were recognized at the Kick-Off for the Thanksgiving Food Drive.  They each have made significant contributions to launch this critical drive. 

· St. Jacob’s Country Markets, host of this year’s Kick-Off led the drive with a generous donation of $1500.
· Steve Martin of Martin’s Family Fruit Farm donated fresh apples for each non-perishable food item donated at the Market in addition to a monetary donation.

· Home Depot on Northfield Drive has donated $1000 in gift certificates and 100 volunteer hours.
 “Thanksgiving is traditionally a time of reflection, a time to appreciate the good people and share the good fortune in our lives” says Katharine Schmidt, Executive Director. “Please take time to reflect on the goodness in your life and consider sharing what you can to help us keep goodness growing in Waterloo Region.”

Food donations can be made at any local grocery store, fire hall or at The Food Bank. Foodraising and Fundraising events, including the Onkel Hans Food Drive during the Thanksgiving Day Parade will be held between now and October 13th.  Places of business, places of worship, schools and organizations are also encouraged to coordinate food drives on behalf of The Food Bank of Waterloo Region.
For more information on how to support the Thanksgiving Food Drive, please contact The Food Bank of Waterloo Region at [519] 743-5576 or online at www.thefoodbank.ca. 
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For more information, please contact 
Ruth Friendship-Keller 

Community Partnerships Manager 

[519] 743-5576, extension 225 
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